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creating and stimulating these high prices by
limiting importation into the country and
continuing all the restrictions of war trade, so
that prices are going higher and higher."
" The Prime Minister dealt with the question
of unemployment," he said, " and told us that
shortening the hours of labour from eight to
seven or seven to six would inevitably lead
to unemployment. In the main, he was right,
but not altogether, because a man may well
do better work in seven hours than in eight
hours. I am aware that after seven hours in
this place, even when there are interesting Bills
to oppose, one's powers flag, and that the work
done in the last hour is often not so great
as that done in the earlier hours of the day.51
He referred then to one more unsound
point in the Premier's arguments. "In
connection with the question of unemploy-
ment," he said, "the Prime Minister urged
that there should be a vast building programme,
not entirely for the providing of houses, but in
order to provide work; that there should be
great railway enterprise to develop the
agricultural areas of this country, but not so